R eason #4:
You'll get to see how a dozen or more of your forward-thinking colleagues put the concepts of learning communities into action.
If the devil is in the details, then the poster session that follows the keynote address and panel responses should expand the learning experience for participants by connecting theory to practice. Librarians from 15 to 20 in stitutions will be on hand to talk about their experiences with learning communities on their campuses. Handouts will be available, so you can take the best ideas home with you.
R eason #3:
The Reactor Panel (a.k.a. li brarians w ho respond to the keynote address) consists of three outstanding colleagues you will w ant to hear: T heresa Byrd, Randy Hensley, and Joan Lippincott. Theresa S. Byrd is director of libraries at Ohio Wesleyan University and a m em ber of the ACRL Board. An enthusiastic champion of information literacy, Byrd has a good perspective on learning communities in smaller academ ic institutions. H er ex perience in
Top fiv e reasons yo u sh ou ld atte n d th e President's Program #5. You'll experience ACRL in one of its most effective and necessary roles: fos tering learning communities.
#4. You'll get to see how a dozen or more of your forward-thinking colleagues put the concepts of learning communities into action.
#3. The Reactor Panel (a.k.a. librarians who respond to the keynote address) con sists of three outstanding colleagues you will want to hear: Theresa Byrd, Randy Hensley and Joan Lippincott.
#2. Barbara Leigh Smith (a.k.a. tire Key note Speaker) is one of the most impor tant voices in the nation on learning com munities, and she's coming to help us learn about their potential for reforming higher education.
#1. You don't want to ignore an issue that has so many implications for the ways we teach and learn on our campuses, in our libraries, and in our professional or ganizations.
higher education includes a stint with com munity colleges in Virginia, various leader ship roles on her campus and in professional organizations, and extensive work with con sortia. She currently serves on the OhioLINK Board.
Randy Burke Hensley hails from the Univer sity of Hawaii at Manoa (UHM), where he is head of public services. Joan Lippincott, an experienced librarian and associate executive director of the Coali tion for Networked Information (CNI), un derstands the impact of technology on teach ing and learning, particularly in collaborative environments, better than most. She was in strumental in establishing CNI's New Learn ing Communities program to identify and model innovative uses of networked infor mation and collaborative teaching and learn ing practices. In the March issue of C&RL News, Lippincott speaks powerfully in favor of librarians as participants in, not just ad juncts to, teaching and learning communities on college campuses.1 R eason #2: Barbara Leigh Smith (a.k.a. the Keynote Speaker) is one of the most im portant voices in the nation on learning com munities, and she's coming to help us learn about their potential for reforming higher edu cation.
Smith could well be called an icon in the field of learning communities in the United States. In the 1980s, Smith was the provost and vice president for academic affairs at Ev ergreen State College, an innovative consor tium of 48 colleges and universities in the state of Washington. While there, she founded the Washington Center for Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education, out of which grew the learning community models that have spread across the nation. Smith is currently codirector of the National Learning Community Project, funded by the Pew Chari table Trust. Her experiences in higher educa tion administration, in curriculum innovation, and in the development of collaborative teach ing and learning m ethods are impressive. Smith's perspectives on the emergent use of learning communities in higher education will be stimulating and challenging.
R eason #1:
You don't want to ignore an issue that has so many implications for the ways we teach and learn on our campuses, in our libraries, and in our professional orga nizations.
The learning communities movement is one of the most powerful ideas in higher edu cation today. It is a concept with many appli cations, but it is strongly associated with A macabre yet fascinating catalog, this book makes one wonder whether self-inflicted death is an occupational hazard in the entertainment industry. Both famous (Kurt Cobain, Brian Keith, Inger Stevens, and Gig Young) Indeed, the idea of learning communities gives form, structure, and language to our desire for continuous learning, for creative connectivity, and for diversity on our cam puses, in our libraries, and in our professional associations. Sounds like an idea worth show ing up for. 
